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We’re 18 months into the pandemic. Let’s
talk about what we’ve accomplished.
Since the pandemic began, we have baptized
eight children and two adults. We also confirmed
five teens in the Christian faith. Audra West, whose
first Sunday on the job was the last Sunday before
the situation really deteriorated, has been instrumental in nurturing the faith of our newest FPC
members during this challenging time.
Second, thanks to your generosity and hard
work, we purchased and installed new audio-visual
equipment in the sanctuary and the Ramsey Fellowship Center. We trained our members how to use
this new technology. Now we can host in-person,
hybrid, or online events at 16 Hitt St. In August,
FPC hosted the first ever hybrid meeting of Missouri Union Presbytery. According to Deborah
Boucher-Payne, the General Presbyter of the Presbytery, we’re the only congregation in the presbytery that could host such a meeting.
At home, at work, and among family and
friends, we’ve all pivoted toward online gatherings.
It’s easy to take for granted what we’ve accomplished at the church. Don’t. Just to remind you
how far we’ve come, watch this recording of worship on March 1, 2020, just a couple of weeks before the pandemic hit: https://
youtu.be/3lK43VvViMA. Preston Turley recalled
that when we held our first online-only worship service, he wondered if we could ever get the words to
the hymns on the livestream as graphic text instead
of having to film them projected on the screen behind the musicians. Pulling that off would be like
going to the moon, he thought. Well, we go to the
moon every Sunday now, thanks to you.
Our mission statement says, “We embrace
all people.” A third accomplishment was clarifying
what that really means. In December you called a
new associate pastor. Both the search committee
and the congregation discerned that God's choice of
who would serve in this capacity isn't limited by
qualities or identities like one's sexual orientation.
What mattered to you more than anything were Jon
Reinink’s gifts for ministry and call to serve our
community.

~ Heart of America
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~ Peace & Global Witness
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… and much, much more.

Read about it TODAY!

Every church says, “Everybody’s welcome
here.” But there are only a few congregations in Columbia where everyone who has the God-given gift
of servant leadership can be ordained regardless of
sexual orientation, and even fewer who’ve enacted
it. Representation matters. The community knows
and sees what you mean when you say we embrace
all people. They know it is more than just talk.
A fourth accomplishment is maintaining and
increasing our mission to the community and the
world. We hosted a food drive that filled a 55-gallon
drum with food and raised over $6,000.00. Some
college students at the apartments next door emptied
their pantries and contributed to the drive before
they went home for the holidays. We fed the hungry
and didn’t let anything go to waste, just like in the
gospels where Jesus multiplied the loaves, fed the
crowds, and ordered the disciples to collect the leftovers! After a one-week cancellation at the beginning
of the pandemic, we completed our Saturday Café
ministry for the 2019-2020 winter season, and we
safely and successfully hosted Saturday Café in
2021. You gave more to the One Great Hour of
Sharing offering on Easter Sunday 2020 and 2021
than you did in 2019 when we worshipped in-person
for Easter.
Do you know what else we managed to do?
We didn’t lay off anybody in the pandemic. Thank
you. That’s no small accomplishment considering
that the unemployment rate hit nearly 15% last year.
We managed this feat because of your generous giving, and because we were awarded a PPP loan from
the federal government. This year we completed the
paperwork, and the loan was forgiven.
At the same time, we are right sizing our
staff for the needs of our congregation and community. We have eliminated two full-time positions
through attrition. We’ve hired a new, part-time
UKirk director, and we are seeking a grant from the
denomination that will provide salary support and
coaching for him. Sam Kennedy is a gifted minister.
He is passionate about helping the Bible come alive
for people. He wants to develop new relationships
between Christian communities and the arts and video gaming communities on our campuses.

This is a new season for Presbyterian campus ministry
in Columbia. I’m hopeful that whole new groups of
people may hear the Good News for the first time.
In 2019 the Session set the following goals for
the church over the next four years:
1. Become a more Christ-centered, welcoming
and open congregation.
2. Cultivate multi-generational participation in
all areas of congregational life.
3. Focus on evangelism and church growth.
4. Preserve and leverage the worship traditions
and music resources to enrich our congregation and
community.
5. Embrace an ethos of transparency that fosters
open lines of communication and respect for differing
views throughout the congregation.
It’s clear we’ve been making progress on our
goals, only not in the way any of us anticipated two
years ago.
Your participation in the Follow Me: Biblical
Practices for Faithful Living will help us continue to
make progress on these goals. In worship and in Sunday school classes for all ages, you will learn what Jesus taught and modeled for his disciples to do as they
followed him. I think you’ll grow closer to Jesus Christ
and closer to your fellow Christians. I think we will experience renewal in worship, and spiritual and numerical growth.
We can move forward as a congregation, even
in a pandemic, if we, in the words of King Solomon,
“look to our way.” Our way is following Jesus.

Blessing of the Animals
Sunday, October 3, 4:00
PM at FPC!
Costume Contest
A gift for your pet!
All pets & their humans
are welcome!

Evening Youth
Group
Sunday, September
19th, 5-7 pm
Details coming soon

Children’s Mission Day
8:30 am-4:00 pm
(Children Kindergarten—
5th Grades)
Thursday, October 28th
The mission project will be preparing part
of the meal for FPC’s volunteers to serve
at Loaves & Fishes.

Marvin

•
•

•

The All-Church Picnic
Sunday, September 19 at 5:30 PM
Twin Lakes Shelter off Chapel Hill Road
Bring your own picnic or buy a boxed meal
Details to follow

Classes have begun!
Have you joined us?
All classes begin at
9:30 am
Sunday School
Schedule:
• Preschool Class
in the Early Childhood Center
Elementary Class on the children’s floor
(level 3 in the elevator)
Youth Class on the youth floor (level 5 in
the elevator)
Adult Class in the Ramsey Center

Clark Johnson’s new address is: The Neighborhoods,
3003 Falling Leaf Court, Columbia MO 65201.
Visitors are welcome. His phone number is still 352503-4309
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SECOND SUNDAY SOCIAL
Sunday, September 12
The Nuu Thai food truck will be at First
Presbyterian Church
On the second Sunday of each month
Come treat the family to delicious Thai food for
lunch after church
The truck will be parked in our lower lot from
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM.
Bring your own folding chairs if you want to dine
in the parking lot area.
You may also take your food home to enjoy!
Their Spring Rolls are delicious! Follow this link
to their menu
https://www.facebook.com/pg/nuuthaifood/
menu/
“Thai it, you’ll like it!”
The Outreach Team

Happy September
Birthday to…
6 Scott Buchanan
Jennifer Lynn
Marilyn Parker
7 Shirley Mason
Jerry Valentine
8 Samuel McCrary
9 Haileah Chase
Sue McCormick
Willis Wambua
10 Cindy Brodhacker
11 Leon Hoskins
Diane Valentine
13 Stephanie Mayfield
Judy Wall
16 Joseph Brodhacker
Cindy Carl
17 Julia Clemens
18 Hayden Burns
Betsy Rall
19 Tom Jackson
21 Ruth Eason
22 Julie Cramer
24 Keith Cramer
Marilyn Hargrove
25 Susie Alberts

26 Zachary Lynn
27 Marvin Lindsay
Hudson O’Brien
28 Dolly Kollias
29 Aiden Landry
30 Libby Reid
Happy October
Birthday to...
1 Troy Giessmann
2 Evan Buchanan
David Morris
Mary Smith
3 Phil Prather
Cora Shively
4 Kellen Landry

Thank you to those who came out to help
at our Heart of America water station
on Labor Day!
We had enjoyed our time together and our
opportunity to cheer on the
runners, especially Marvin!!

Each year Presbyterian Women honor a woman who has given of themselves in time
and works for the church. This year we honor Carol Rhodes. Carol and John met
while singing in the choir. They were married at First Presbyterian Church on June
7, 1961 at the old church and then moved many times for John’s job. In 1967 they
visited Columbia as they often did and John paid a visit to the Vet School where he
was offered a job. They spent the next 13 years in Columbia before leaving for
LSU. They came back to Columbia in December of 2005 and came back to the church
after Dick Ramsey paid them a visit. Carol has been a Deacon and Elder. She has
served as Clerk of Session since 2007. We honor Carol for her service to the
church and make her a lifetime member of Presbyterian Women.

PEACE AND GLOBAL WITTNESS OFFERING
October 3
World Communion Sunday
A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the church to promote the Peace of
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. The local portion of
the offering will go to True North of Columbia.
Pray for peace and donate to help bring it about.
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DO YOU FOLLOW JESUS THIS CLOSE?
This Question was actually the Answer to my prayer
for inspiration to write a note from the Worship
Ministry Team for this September issue. It came in
the form of one of two bumper stickers I noticed on a
parked car while on my morning walk! This
provocative question was meant for tailgaters driving
on the busy streets of Columbia, but it also challenges
us to question the intimacy of our own discipleship.
On Sunday, August 22 , Audra West, Director of
Youth & Children’s Ministry, along with Pastors
Marvin and Jon introduced us to the new
intergenerational series, Follow Me: Biblical
Practices for Faithful Living. At this Kick-Off event
we were all invited to find a class, discussion group
(in-person or on-line) or personal study to consider
where Jesus is leading us and our church. The
Session has endorsed the new Fall schedule which
allows for Sunday School at 9:30 AM and ‘blended’
Worship at 11 AM.
Prior to Pastor Marvin Lindsay’s challenging sermon,
Building a House for the Lord, Michael Bancroft
played on the piano a delightful Voluntary, A Sunday
School Medley, (M. Hayes) which caused me to recall
such childhood songs as Jesus Loves Me, This Little
Light of Mine, and Joy, Joy, Joy among others! So…
let us rejoice in the Good News and be inspired to
‘follow Jesus closely’…and drive responsibly.
And the second bumper sticker? Yes, you guessed
it: JESUS LOVES YOU!
Richard G. Baumann, Elder – Liaison WMT
nd

Faith into Action – Loaves & Fishes
The Mission's Team is seeking volunteers who
want to support the effort to serve our foodinsecure
neighbors
with
service,
food
preparation, and/or monetary donations. We
are responsible for providing the evening meal
for
Columbia’s Loaves & Fishes on the
4th Thursday of every month. This effort
requires the preparation of some of the food
and serving our guests on the day of the meal.
If you would like to join this meaningful effort
or have any questions, please contact Eric.
Thank you for searching your heart to see how
you can participate in this low effort, high
return ministry.
Eric Cunningham
Loaves & Fishes Coordinator
573-239-2883 (Voicemail & Text)
ericcunningham75@gmail.com

Thank you to all those who have volunteered
to help with youth and children’s Sunday
school this fall. Here are the various sign up
links. Please contact Audra if you have questions or need help.
Preschool Sunday School:
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0C4AABA729ABFAC43-preschool
Second Hour (during worship):
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0C4AABA729ABFAC43-second
Elementary Sunday School:
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0C4AABA729ABFAC43-elementary
Youth Sunday School:
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0C4AABA729ABFAC43-youth1
Youth Group (Sundays 5-7pm):
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0C4AABA729ABFAC43-youth2

Gifts and Memorials

Stewardship

Labor Day typically marks the end of summer and the
start of the rapid succession of fall’s outdoor activities,
Thanksgiving gatherings and Christmas celebrations.
In the fall, we often think of those who can no longer
gather with us. Some find comfort in making a
memorial gift to the church. It’s a tangible way to
recognize their on-going presence in our lives. We can
make either undesignated or designated gifts …
Undesignated gifts are used to help fund ministry team
requests for items and programs not covered by the
This year’s Stewardship theme is:
church’s operating budget. Past examples include:
Growing Our Faith Through Generosity
choir robes & hymnals for the Sanctuary; instruments
And, Pledge Sunday, is Sunday, November 14,
& pocket-size Bibles for the Ramsey Fellowship
Center; the Information Kiosk & Flat Screen in the
2021. Whether we meet virtually or in person, this is
an important day in the life of this congregation. Being Welcome Center; and enhancements to A/V systems in
the Sanctuary and Ramsey Fellowship Center.
generous is about providing what is needed (not
Memorial Gifts can also be designated to any of FPC’s
necessarily wanted) to those that are ‘the least of
four endowments to support the on-going life of the
us’. This means financial support for such items as
church: improve the facilities; support Campus
clothes, food, shelter, or utility assistance. It also
Ministry; provide scholarships for youth; or for special
means financial support to do what is needed and
education programs. While Memorial Gifts can be
support those at FPC.
made for any amount at any time, please note that
enhancements were made to the CARES Act’s tax
The Campaign brochure and physical Pledge cards
provisions for cash gifts to charities in 2021. Or, you
will be mailed in late September. At about the same
time, the Stewardship web pages will include again an may find one of the on-going tax incentives is best for
your situation, such as: the transfer of capital gains tax
online pledge form that can be completed and
-free by gifting appreciated securities; or using a
submitted to Fran Muench.
portion of your IRA’s Required Minimum Distribution
MATTHEW 25:44-45
to fund a Qualified Charitable Distribution. There is
“They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you
still time to discuss these with your financial planner
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or and tax advisor to optimize your financial giving in
sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ He will reply, 2021. Thank you for considering making a financial
‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the gift to honor someone whose memory you cherish.
least of these, you did not do for me.’”
Fall is a beautiful time of year as the
leaves turn magnificent colors, a cool
breeze begins to blow in, and
thoughts of ‘comfort foods and drinks’
abound. Also in the Fall, it begins the season of our
Church’s Stewardship. A time to reflect on our
blessings and prayerfully be generous to support the
Church, the community, and those in need.

Haseman Lectures
November 6-7, 2021

Important News About Electronic Donations
The Give Plus Mobile app has a sunset date of
September 30, 2021. After that date, you will no
longer be able to access Give Plus Mobile for new
Our 2021 Haseman Lecturer will be Dr. Rodger
Any recurring donations set up on Give
Nishioka, the director of Adult Educational Ministries donations.
Plus Mobile will continue, and can be accessed via
at Village Presbyterian Church since March of 2016. the Vanco Mobile app. Vanco Mobile will be the new
mobile giving platform, and it can be accessed using
He is one of the most sought-after and inspiring
preachers in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Prior your existing Give Plus Mobile login. This change will
not affect donations made through the FPC website –
to coming to Village, Rodger taught at Columbia
it only affects the Give Plus Mobile app. Give Plus
Theological Seminary in Atlanta for 15 years. In that Mobile users will receive an email later in September
ministry, he taught pastors to be teachers and leaders from Vanco with information about the change to
in the church’s educational ministry, specializing in Vanco Mobile. If you have questions about online
giving,
please
contact
Fran
Muench
particular on youth and young adult ministry.
at muenchf@fpccolumbia.org.
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2020-2021 Session Members
Class of 2022

Class of 2023

Class of 2024

Richard Baumann

Elaine Blodgett

Scott Buchanan

(rbaumann@cougars.ccis.edu)

(elaineblodgett@gmail.com)

(scottycorn@gmail.com)

Kent Hopper

Eric Cunningham

Betty Cramer

(hopper.kent@gmail.com)

(ericcunningham75@gmail.com)

(kcramer924@gmail.com)

Linda Landry

Emily Reynolds

Sharen Garrett

(landryl@health.missouri.edu)

(miss.emily@gmail.com)

(sgar758224@aol.com)

Kathy Lee

Tom Smith

Allison McGough

(thursdayschild318@gmail.com)

(tsmithdds@gmail.com)

(amcgough.tx@gmail.com)

Garrick West (youth)

Bobb Swanson

(22gw01@stu.cpsk12.org)

(swansonbobb33@gmail.com)

July 22, 2021 Called Session Meeting
•The Session voted to resume indoor worship and to require all worshippers to wear
masks.
•The Session voted to hold one worship service at 11:00 AM beginning Sunday, August 1.
August 5, 2021 Called Session Meeting
•Hired Sam Kennedy to be the new, part-time UKirk Director.
•Approved increases in compensation for the Music Director and part-time Custodian.
August Session Meeting
• Paul Mehrle, Treasurer, updated Elders on June and July reports. 4 out of the last 7
months expenses have exceeded income (June- $458) (July- $13,252). The 2021
Stewardship Campaign needs to be successful by increasing pledges, or the 2022
Operating budget could be reduced to $700,000. FPC has enough cash reserves to get
through the end of the year without the use of restricted funds.
• Approved the Minutes of the June 17, 2021 Stated Session Meeting.
• Approved the minutes of the June 2, 2021 examination of Michael Bancroft.
• Approved the minutes of the July 22 Called Session Meeting.
• Approved the minutes of the August 5, 2021 Called Session Meeting as amended.
Approved June and July Treasurer’s Reports.
• Approved a recommendation/motion from Children and Families to amend the FPC
COVID-19 policy to require masks for children and adults working with children indoors
regardless of immunization status, and outlining the symptoms which would require
persons remain at home.
• Approved the Children’s Grove initiative using the $10,000 donation of the McCalls.
• Session approved Elder Bobb Swanson as the new Corporate President.
• Sarah Grim resigned from Session August 1, 2021
• David Wainwright resigned from Session August 6, 2021

First Presbyterian Church
16 Hitt Street
Columbia, MO 65201

Sunday Mornings at FPC: Blended Worship Service, 11:00 AM.
For our live-streamed services, Go to https://www.youtube.com/fpccolumbia .
Church office hours: M-F, 9:00 am-4:30 pm

Church phone numbers:
Office: (573) 442-1164

E-mail: office@fpccolumbia.org

Fax: (573) 442-7161

Web site: www.fpccolumbia.org

Find our groups on Facebook—First Presbyterian Church, UKIRK,
Presbyterian Women, First Presbyterian Columbia Youth, FPC Columbia
Missouri Children & Families, and MOPS
The next Epistle will be available on October 1, 2021.
If you have not given your email address to the church office, please do so
as soon as possible to continue to receive news from FPC!
To receive The Epistle and @First by email, visit our website:
www.fpccolumbia.org.
Don’t forget about the church’s online calendar at our website:
www.fpccolumbia.org.
Sunday sermons are available online.. Please visit www.fpccolumbia.org.

Ministers - All Christians
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Senior Pastor
Marvin Lindsay
Associate Pastor
Jon Reinink
Director of Youth and
Children’s Ministry
Audra West
Ukirk Director
Sam Kennedy
Financial Coordinator
Fran Muench
Executive Administrative
Assistant
Nancy Foote
Assistant Custodian
James Scott
Organist
Michael Bancroft
Adult Choir/Handbell Director
Jordan Walker
Pastor Emeritus
Richard J. Ramsey

