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When the Heat Is On
Late-night comedian Jimmy Kimmel suffered a
Thanksgiving dinner mishap. While heating up his outdoor
oven, Kimmel managed to set himself slightly on fire.
Kimmel posted a selfie to his Instagram account showing
singed bangs and sooty arms. Fortunately, he wasn’t
seriously injured, and the turkey turned out fine.
Kimmel’s accident caught my attention because
my Rotary chapter fried over 350 turkeys for charity on
Thanksgiving morning. A dozen vats full of oil heated to a
boil by propane tanks is a sight to behold! I’m glad that my
fellow Rotarians are more competent cooks than Jimmy
Kimmel.
Kimmel’s misfortune also caught my attention
because of a recent scripture passage I read for my morning
devotion. In the Old Testament book of Daniel, three
Jewish men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, refuse to
worship an idol constructed by the wicked King
Nebuchadnezzar. In a rage, the king threw the three men
into a super-heated furnace, but the flames didn’t consume
them. The king ordered them out of the furnace, and they
were in better shape than Jimmy Kimmel after his oven
malfunction. Their hair wasn’t singed. They didn’t even
smell like smoke.
God doesn’t save us from the flames. God saves
us through the flames.
This moral resonates with yet another passage I
read for a morning devotion, Luke 21:5-19. In it, Jesus
warns the disciples not to be overawed by the temple in
Jerusalem because it’s doomed to be destroyed. He
encourages them not to be terror-stricken by news of wars
and insurrections. He foresees plagues and earthquakes,
and for the disciples—persecution. But Jesus concludes
with a solemn assurance: “But not a hair of your head will
perish. By your endurance you will gain your souls.”
It’s as though Jesus were speaking directly to us
and not to the dozen or so ex-fishermen, tax collectors, and
women who comprised his core ministry team:
• Insurrections? Check.
• Plagues? We’ve got almost as many plagues as the
Greeks have letters in their alphabet!
• Terrifying news headlines? I couldn’t number all the
online headlines I’ve seen that literally read, “Why
You Should Be Terrified of _____.”

•

~ Advent Craft Workshop this
Sunday!
~ FPC Gardeners’ Celebration
~ Youth Group Cookie Baking
… and much, much more.

Read about it TODAY!

And with researchers estimating that most American
congregations have experienced a permanent loss of
one-third of their membership because of the pandemic,
we wonder what the future holds for our houses of
worship.
Don’t worry. Jimmy Kimmel’s oven may have
singed his hair, but the pressure-cooker we’re living in
won’t do us any eternal harm. In fact, the loneliness of
lockdowns, the frustrations of online education and worship,
and our polarized political process can be gifts from God for
us this Christmas, if we, like Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, maintain our integrity.
How do you know when you’re maintaining your
integrity? A couple of speakers I’ve heard recently have
encouraged us to write down one’s core values or write up a
personal mission statement. When you put it on paper and
make it explicit, it’s easier to reflect on how well you’re
maintaining your integrity.
Here are mine:
1. I will care for the body and soul that God gave me.
2. I will strive to love others unconditionally with the
grace God has given me.
3. I will remember that, in the end, I’m accountable to
God alone.
What are your core values? When the heat is on
and you maintain your integrity, the gift you receive is
eternal life. We can hope for no better gift than that this
Christmas.

Marvin

We received thank you notes from True North of
Columbia, for our donation of $193 and Presbyterian
Mission, Mission Engagement & Support, for our support
of $387.26 from the Peace & Global Witness Offering.
The PW Thank Offering was collected November 21 $821 was collected. Your generous gifts will help others
around the world! Thank you!
Christian sympathy is extended to the family & friends of
Dorothy Stoerker-Peters, who died November 27.

This Sunday, Sunday, December 5
FPC’s Advent Craft Workshop Is Back!

All Sunday School Classes begin at 9:30 am
Sunday School Schedule:
Younger Children’s Class (PreK-2nd Grade)
Early Childhood Center
Older Elementary Class (3rd-5th Grade)
Children’s floor (level 3 in the elevator)
Youth Class - Youth floor (level 5 in the elevator)
Adult Class - Ramsey Center
NO CLASSES ON DEC. 26 & JAN. 2

9:30-10:30am in the Ramsey Center
The Children and Families Ministry Team is excited to
again host one of the church’s favorite events. This
year’s workshop is truly intergenerational with crafts
and activities for all ages. Here’s what’s planned:
Advent Prayer Bag
Family Photo Setting Picture Frame
Nativity Ornament
Light of the World Luminary
“Hope” Christmas candle
Christmas Paper Ball Ornament
Special Mission Project: Fleece throws for
Coyote Hill homes
Please join us for this special Advent experience as
we prepare for the celebration of the birth of our
Lord and Savior.
All ages are welcome and encouraged to attend!
We are also in need to adults to help work stations.
Contact Audra to volunteer!
audraw@fpccolumbia.org

We still have open spots leading our
children & youth. Please sign up.
Younger Children’s Sunday School:
bit.ly/fpc_ss_preschool
Second Hour (during worship):
bit.ly/fpc_ss_2ndhr
Older Elementary Sunday School:
bit.ly/fpc_ss_elem
Youth Sunday School:
bit.ly/fpc_ss_yth
Youth Group (Sundays 5-7pm):
bit.ly/fpc_ythgrp
Contact Audra for information:
audraw@fpccolumbia.org
SAVE THE DATE
High School Youth Triennium
July 24th - 27th, 2022

*Registration is open now!
https://presbyterianyouthtriennium.org/

QUESTIONS: AUDRA—
Youth & Children
Can you sing or play an instrument?
We have an opportunity for you.
FPC’s White Gift Service
Sunday, December 12th
Contact Audra with questions:
audraw@fpccolumbia.org

audraw@fpccolumbia.org

Look at the wonderful group of children we had
for the Children’s Sermon on November 28!!

YOUTH GROUP MOVIE NIGHT &
Gift Exchange
Sunday, December 12th
Youth Group 4:30-7:30 pm
Send Audra your movie suggestions
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COGA
The Christmas Joy
Offering will be
collected December 19th.

The Buchanan family
lighting the first Advent
Candle, November 28th.

FPC member and distinguished lecturer, Professor Hank
Landry, will give a presentation in the Ramsey Center at 7:00
pm on Tuesday, December 7, titled An Extraordinary But
Largely Forgotten Crusade in US History. This presentation
will be to the Committee on Global Analysis as well as to our
own FPC members. This has nothing to do with today’s
Congress, but is actually about unauthorized and illegal
American attempts to conquer lands prior to the Civil War.
Children’s Sunday School 11-28-21
“Hope is a Rope” activity
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An offering will be collected at
our Christmas Eve service for
Meals on Wheels of Columbia.
Happy December
Birthday to…
8 Beth Boyce
Caroline Hammond
Ellie Hanney
Henry Hanney
9 Joseph Rizzo
Audrey Shively
Brian Wilbanks
10 Katherine Hammond
Donald Waller
11 Sarah Grim
13 Paul Mehrle
15 Bill Jessop
Hannah Thomas
17 Larry Berres
Morgan Burns
18 Leah Smith
19 Debbie Glover
Bonnie Hammond
20 Sarah Giessmann
21 Bryan Rysdam
22 Conrad Lovinger
23 Gordon Sharp
24 Luke Bowers
25 Gail McCray

26 Carole Martin
Sonia Toland
27 Wendy Crawford
Rick Means
Matthew Rysdam
William Rysdam
29 Anna Gramke
Happy January
Birthday to...
3 Elizabeth Crawford
Eric Cunningham
4 Ryan Hallsted
5 Diana Hatfield
6 Delilah Giessmann
7 Jess Newkirk
9 Carol Miller
Kyle Zanone

Saturday Cafe January and February 2022
Our congregation will host nine Saturday mornings beginning
at 7:00 A.M. January 1. Please click here for the Sign-up
Genius site. The list of items needed each week and the
number of volunteers for each Saturday will be
there. Volunteers need to arrange for the key pickup to enter
the church. Supplies need to be left in the kitchen before 3:00
P.M. on Friday. Please check your calendars and begin the
Advent Season by giving of your time and talents to this
mission outreach for our community.

Stewardship

Some ask ‘what does generosity mean as related to our faith
community’? A good question, that might be answered by
knowing that “Generosity is the virtue of being liberal in
giving, often as gifts”. Being generous with our gifts also
means that we do not expect anything in return, other than the
satisfaction of knowing that we have helped others in the
world.
During this Pledge season, we can consider being generous of
spirit by being open and willing to share our own gifts (time,
resources, and money) freely in order to make a positive
impact in the lives of others. Our contributions can collectively
make a significant impact.
And, it’s not too late to pledge for 2022! We ask that you
prayerfully consider your giving to First Presbyterian Church
for next year. Your participation in the worship services, the
committees, or any of the local, national, and international
projects is important. You can give online at: https://
www.fpccolumbia.org/give-online, or use the Pledge card and
envelope mailed to you earlier. If you have any questions,
please contact the FPC office at 573-442-1164.

White Gift Worship
Service and Gifts

On Sunday morning, December
12, worship will include a special
offering of gifts for children and
youth under the care of
Presbyterian Children’s Homes
and Services (PCHAS). If you
haven’t chosen a gift tag yet, we hope you will do so
soon. Just use the link below and sign up to purchase
a Christmas gift for one of the PCHAS kids:
bit.ly/gifts2021pchas (click above or copy and paste
this link in your browser)
This year, we have been asked to not wrap the gifts
with wrapping paper and ribbon, but to use gift bags.
If you choose a gift online, please be sure and attach
a tag with the child’s name. If you chose a tag from
the gift board in the Welcome Center, please attach
the tag to your gift.
While, we won’t have “white” gifts this year, this
special offering or presents at Christmas is a decades
long tradition of FPC during the Advent season. You
can help make Christmas a special time for PCHAS
children by participating.
(If you won’t be attending worship in person on
December 12, you can bring your gift(s) to the church
anytime the week before.)
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Thankful Praises Reverberate into Advent!
On the First Sunday of Advent the Choir sang the familiar hymn
written by Charles Wesley (1744), “Come, Thou LongExpected Jesus”--with its illuminating promises of Hope, Peace,
Joy and Love as witnessed in the candles of the Advent Wreath.
We anticipate the flame of the Christ Candle just as those in the
time of the ‘Messenger’ Malachi waited over 400 years for
Emmanuel’s appearance! “Listen: I will send my messenger
before me to prepare the way. And then the one you are looking
for will come suddenly to his Temple---the Messenger of God’s
promises, to bring you great joy. Yes, he is surely coming,” says
the Lord of Hosts. [Malachi 3:1 The Living Bible]
As we progress from Ordinary time through the season of
anticipation, let us express our ‘great joy’ in giving thanks for our
many spiritual blessings garnered through sermons and music.
During the absence of our organist, Michael Bancroft, we have
been blessed to hear guest organist Hedy Rothfuss, who has
enhanced our worship and has accompanied the Choir on the
piano. Thank you, Hedy!

[Photo: Courtesy of Betsy Garrett]
We also thank Jordan Walker, the Praise Band, the Chancel Bell
Ringers and all who have participated in the music program at
FPC this autumn. We thank Pastors Marvin and Jon for their
edifying sermons in the “Follow Me” series, and for Audra West
and her Children Sermons---to 14 children last Sunday. Indeed,
the candle of Hope burns brightly! Thanks be to God!
In beautifying the Sanctuary for Christmas, we thank Sally
Swanson who assisted in erecting and decorating the Chrismon
Tree. As we light the next candles of Peace, Joy, and Love, let us
share Jesus Christ, the Light of the World, with our neighbors
thereby ‘making a difference’ this Advent season.
Richard Baumann, Elder – Liaison to Worship Ministry Team

Today, from 6-8 PM
Living Windows!
First Presbyterian Church will participate in the Living
Windows event with our neighbors in The District.
Downtown shops and churches will welcome people as they
stroll the downtown streets. Our bell choir will play outside
the Ramsey Center doors on the sidewalk. Mike Bancroft
will perform a continuous organ concert of holiday music and
we will invite people to come inside and sit in the sanctuary
for a few minutes. Visitors can enjoy the sounds of our organ
and meditate in the presence of our lovely mosaic in the
sanctuary. Sally Swanson, Aidan Matteson, and Garrick
West will offer some live holiday music in the Ramsey
Center. And the Welcome Center will have a Fair Trade and
Alternative Gift Market set up for your perusing. Join us!

Gifts and Memorials
Last Sunday, the Advent season began at FPC
with the joy of seeing the Chrismon Tree, the
lighting of the first Advent Candle, of hearing
Jon’s message of Hope, and of singing O
Come, O Come Emanuel. If you listened
closely, you could also hear the Carillon play, as it
does every Sunday just before and after the 11 am service.

L-R: Janet Dierker, Joy Rushing, Marge Hicks, Lynn
Willbrand, Frankye Mehrle, Lynnanne Baumgardner, and
Janet Brandt

How fortunate we are to benefit from the Carillon which came
to us from gifts honoring former member Helen Crawford.
Helen, as many may recall, was a dedicated member of the
church’s Property Committee, and could often be found in the
Welcome Center on Sunday mornings - ever ready with the
knowledge needed to locate a fuse, valve turnoff, switch or tool
that would remedy an unexpected emergency.

The FPC Gardners, aka Weeders, celebrated Lynn
Willbrand’s 30+ years of dedicated leadership and work to
insure the curb appeal of our church grounds. In cold March
winds, hot muggy summer days, and biting fall chill, Lynn
and her crew have weeded, pruned, watered, fertilized, planted
and mulched the trees, shrubs, flowers, ground cover, and
planters. They also served as a grounds crew picking up beer
and whisky bottles, paper trash, and collegiate litter!

Did you also know that Helen had graduated from Hickman
High School and MU, then ventured to other Missouri locations
before moving back to Columbia later in life? She cared deeply
about education opportunities for young people. She wore many
hats: Teacher; Aquatic Program Director; golf, baseball,
basketball and softball Coach. School children, campers,
Special Olympic participants and family members benefited
from her gifts.

In the beginning Sara Rall and Carla Conley helped with all
these tasks. Dennis Dierker, a Master Gardner, contributed his
expertise and hard work for many years. Duane Holcomb, a
professional landscaper, shared his talents to design and
nurture the new plantings after the building expansion.
Nurseryman Bill Regan frequently assisted and advised. For
the last several years Frankye Mehrle, Lynnanne
Baumgardner, Janet Brandt, Marge Hicks, Janet Dierker, and
Joy Rushing have come early on summer Wednesday
mornings to join Lynn in maintaining all the plantings.
Through all these years Lynn is the one who has provided
faithful guidance to the Gardners, choosing the plantings,
scheduling work days, purchasing plants, consulting with
experts and advocating for landscaping needs, not to mention
putting in hours of yard work year after year!

Helen was often described as a “determined and passionate
woman”, who did all she could to improve the lives of others.
Always active and with a love for the outdoors, she succeeded
in adding camping and archery to her physical education
classes’ curriculum.

Passersby frequently stop to compliment the FPC grounds and
thank the Weeders for the attractive green space and colorful
flowers. Their work has been a ministry to the community and
their fellow worshippers, a glimpse of God’s handiwork in the
midst of brick and concrete. Long before our congregation
became an Earth Care Congregation, this group was tending
God’s land at 16 Hitt!

A Reminder from the IRS:
To be counted toward your 2021 Tax Year, all
donations must be received
• by mail with a postmark of December 31,
2021 or sooner;

We are blessed to have benefited from her service to the church
and our local community, and now the present of music every
day. Next time, you are in church, look for the plaque
recognizing Helen and the gift of the Carillon, and listen for the
bells … they play at 9 am and 5 pm daily.

• online with a submission time of 11:59 PM
December 31, 2021 or earlier;

Take a moment to reflect on the beauty of our grounds and
then please express your gratitude to Lynn Willbrand for her
commitment and effort over these many years to make sure
First Presbyterian Church has an attractive presence in the
community and says welcome to worshippers.

• or in-person by a staff member before Noon
December 31, 2021,
All gifts received after the above deadlines will
count as 2022.
These rules are set by the IRS and are not
negotiable.
You may assign your gift to fulfill your 2021 or
2022 pledge using an earmark or the memo line,
but the tax year will be marked as noted above.
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2020-2021 Session Members
Class of 2022

Class of 2023

Class of 2024

Richard Baumann

Elaine Blodgett

Scott Buchanan

(rbaumann@cougars.ccis.edu)

(elaineblodgett@gmail.com)

(scottycorn@gmail.com)

Kent Hopper

Eric Cunningham

Betty Cramer

(hopper.kent@gmail.com)

(ericcunningham75@gmail.com)

(kcramer924@gmail.com)

Linda Landry

Allan Moore

Sharen Garrett

(landryl@health.missouri.edu)

(Amoore@ms-app.com)

(sgar758224@aol.com)

Kathy Lee

Emily Reynolds

Bobb Swanson

(thursdayschild318@gmail.com)

(miss.emily@gmail.com)

(swansonbobb33@gmail.com)

Garrick West (youth)

Tom Smith

(22gw01@stu.cpsk12.org)

(tsmithdds@gmail.com)

November Session Meeting
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Received Nancy Copenhaver as a new member of FPC.
Heard a Catholic Charities Refugee Services Community Engagement presentation concerning the
resettlement of Afghanistan Refugee families from Martha Means. There is an application process, and if
the application is approved a training period. It is a 6 month commitment at a cost of between $2000.00 and
$4000.00 depending on the size of the family. There was no action on this sponsorship at this time. Session
will now consider whether it will be possible to sponsor a family.
Approved the October 21, 2021 Stated Session Minutes.
Approved the October Treasurer’s Report.
Approved the wedding of Mitch Erdel and Alyssa Hinman for March 26, 2022.
Received the October Treasurer’s Report which showed that expenses exceeded income by $3,704.66.
Operating cash will continue to be reduced by the end of the year with the possibility of no carry-over funds
for 2022.
Approved no changes to the current COVID-19 Policy.
Approved hosting Saturday Café January-March in a method to be determined (either to-go or sit-down) by
volunteer availability.
Approved hosting Room at the Inn the week of February 13, 2022, with RATI’s COVID-19 policies in
place.
Approved amending the Earl and Ruth Kroth Scholarship (Section V) to expand the eligibility for FPC
Youth.
Approved Rev. Lindsay’s and Rev. Jon Reinink’s total salary packages at a ratio of 2/3 salary and 1/3
housing for IRS purposes. (Tax break for pastors)

First Presbyterian Church
Disciples Making a Difference
Our Mission: Living our faith in Jesus Christ
by…
* Embracing all people
*Engaging all neighborhoods
* Encouraging each other
* Empowering lives

First Presbyterian Church
16 Hitt Street
Columbia, MO 65201

Sunday Mornings at FPC: Worship Service, 11:00 AM.
For our live-streamed services, Go to https://www.youtube.com/fpccolumbia .
Church office hours: M-F, 9:00 am-4:30 pm

Church phone numbers:
Office: (573) 442-1164
E-mail: office@fpccolumbia.org

Fax: (573) 442-7161
Web site: www.fpccolumbia.org

Find our groups on Facebook—First Presbyterian Church, UKIRK,
Presbyterian Women, First Presbyterian Columbia Youth, FPC Columbia
Missouri Children & Families, and MOPS
The next Epistle will be available on January 7, 2022.
If you have not given your email address to the church office, please do so
as soon as possible to continue to receive news from FPC!
To check the church’s online calendar, or to receive The Epistle and @First by
email, visit our website: www.fpccolumbia.org.
Sunday sermons are available online. Please visit www.fpccolumbia.org.

Ministers - All Christians
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Senior Pastor
Marvin Lindsay
Associate Pastor
Jon Reinink
Director of Youth and
Children’s Ministry
Audra West
Ukirk Director
Sam Kennedy
Financial Coordinator
Fran Muench
Executive Administrative
Assistant
Nancy Foote
Assistant Custodian
James Scott
Organist
Michael Bancroft
Adult Choir/Handbell Director
Jordan Walker
Pastor Emeritus
Richard J. Ramsey

