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February 4, 2022
Showing Christian Love
As we move closer to Valentine's Day my thoughts begin to
think more about love. Walking through the aisles of stores
during this time of the year also makes it hard to not think
about Valentine’s Day. Most of the time when the word
love is mentioned it is about the romantic type of love
between two people. Don’t get me wrong, this is an
important type of love, but my article today is about
Christian love. We read in 1 Corinthians 16:14 to “Do
everything in love.” Unfortunately, our ability to do that as
humans can be flawed. We often focus on what we need to
get checked off our to-do list instead of working to show
love to others.
While searching for information to write this article I
came across a list of five ways that we can show Christian
love to others, and I feel like they are worth sharing with
you.
Show God's Love by Listening, Show God's Love with
Generosity, Show God's Love by Encouraging, Show God's
Love with Acts of Kindness, and Show God's Love by
Praying for Others.
By naming these five ways to show Christian love, I hope it
helps us acknowledge our responsibility to follow through.
We must work to listen, be generous, show encouragement,
perform acts of kindness, and pray. Showing God’s love to
everyone is indeed possible, especially with an intentional
focus.
1 John 3:18 reminds us that we are called “Dear children”
and are supposed to “not love with words or speech but with
actions and in truth.” Looking at our opportunities and
missions I feel like we, First Presbyterian Church, make an
honest effort to show God’s love to people surrounding us,
but I am certain that we could do better. If you are
interested in finding more ways to actively show Christian
love, here are a few opportunities coming up.
Donate to our Saturday Café project, volunteer to help with
children or youth activities, serve as a greeter on Sunday
mornings, or as we begin hosting Room at the Inn on

Read about it TODAY!

February 13th, maybe you can find a way to donate your
time or financial resources. It is easy to work a shift or help
prepare a meal when you strive to improve yourself by being
generous with Christian love.
Showing Christian love doesn’t even require you to leave
your home. You can pray more often for others and look
harder for opportunities to perform random acts of kindness
towards your neighbors. It doesn’t take an extravagant gift to
offer Christian love, just show it to others. After all, we love
because he first loved us, 1 John 4:19.
Blessings,

Audra

We received thank you notes from The Food Bank for
Central & Northeast Missouri for our gift of $375 to a
new Central Pantry, True North of Columbia for our
donation of $250, and Presbyterian Children’s Homes &
Services for the assorted Christmas gifts, our gift of
$1,085 to purchase Christmas gifts, $350 for the
Columbia Campus, and $125 for the Farmington
Campus.

All Sunday School Classes begin at 9:30 am
Sunday School Schedule:
Younger Children’s Class (PreK-2nd Grade)
Early Childhood Center
Older Elementary Class (3rd-5th Grade)
Children’s floor (level 3 in the elevator)
Youth Class - Youth floor (level 5 in the elevator)
Adult Class - Ramsey Center

Sunday,
February 6th

Please sign up to help with our youth and
children’s programming!
Younger Children’s Sunday School:
bit.ly/fpc_ss_preschool
Second Hour (during worship):
bit.ly/fpc_ss_2ndhr
Older Elementary Sunday School:
bit.ly/fpc_ss_elem
Youth Sunday School:
bit.ly/fpc_ss_yth

MUP Spring Youth Retreat
Coates Street
Presbyterian Church
Moberly, MO

Youth Group (Sundays 5-7pm):
bit.ly/fpc_ythgrp

Contact Audra for information:
audraw@fpccolumbia.org

Saturday, March 19th
More details coming soon.

Youth Group Dates
February 6th 5-7 pm
February 27th 5-7 pm
Sign up to prepare a meal for the youth group:

High School Youth Triennium
July 24th - 27th, 2022
*Registration deadline extended to
April 20th, 2022.

https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0C4AABA729ABFAC43fpcyouth1

https://presbyterianyouthtriennium.org/
QUESTIONS: AUDRA—audraw@fpccolumbia.org

FPC Children & Families,
What are your thoughts about having another
children’s mission and movie day on
Wednesday, March 16th, 2022? The children
& families ministry team is looking to schedule
one dependent on volunteers, participation,
and the COVID situation.
Email or call Audra with your thoughts.
audraw@fpccolumbia.org or 442-1164.
2

Garrick West
Meal (Chili, Cornbread, Cookies) for
the staff at our Partner In Education
School, Benton Elementary
Link to Help Provide Ingredients:
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0C4AABA729ABFAC43-garrick

All Items need brought to the church
by February 15

Happy February
Birthday to…
8 Caroline Gatz
Karen Lynn
Ray Turner
11 Ken Rall
12 Kent Hopper
Tom McCartney
Herb Willbrand
13 Bobby Brown
Donald Gerhardt
14 Tamara Strahan
15 Ann Bouchard
Allyson Presley
Cunningham
Jim Wood
16 Maxine Branson
17 Gene Alberts
Carrie Burns
Brian Duncan
18 Blake Clifton
Gene Wheeler
19 Michael Bancroft
Owen Himmel
Abihail Kibunja
20 Brenda Zanone

22 Ben Bowers
Carolyn Johnson
23 Erma Brown
24 Garth Glover
Joseph
Montgomery
Betty Moss
25 Virginia Itschner
27 Jess Brodhacker
28 Wayne McCoy
29 Matt Burns
Happy March
Birthday to...
3 Cohen Downes
Judy Hinson
Mark Kollias
Christine Marks
Kathy Montgomery
4 Jackie Gatz
Patrick Talbott

Sunday, January 30th was full of mission
for our youth and children. The younger
elementary class assembled ten welcome
mugs for visitors (blue borders). Our
older elementary kiddos packaged 50
bags of trail mix to be given to the Room
at the Inn guests (green borders). Our
youth group wrote thank you notes to 15
special members (purple borders)!
It is amazing to see the spirit of service
that our younger members have when
working on mission projects. Thank you
for your continued support so they can
help show the love of Christ in the name
of First Presbyterian.

Afghan Refugee Family Team
Catholic Charities has rescheduled the
Community Volunteer Training from Friday,
February 4 to Friday, March 4, due to weather/
road conditions. It will be at the same location in
Jefferson City, 11 am-4pm.
Please put this on your calendar. Let Sally or
Betsy know if you will be attending in person or
via Zoom. Don't count on it being recorded.

New Communion Procedures
The Session has approved a new method for celebrating
the Sacrament of Holy Communion. On Sunday,
February 6, the pastor will invite worshippers to come
forward and receive the bread and the cup. Elders and
deacons will wear gloves and will distribute the bread
to worshippers with tongs. Afterward, elders and
deacons will bring the elements to anyone in the
congregation with mobility issues or who, for any other
reason, would rather remain in their pew.
Please worship with us this Sunday and "taste and see
that the Lord is good!" (Psalm 34:8)

“What Wondrous Love is This, O my Soul!
This February our heart-felt greeting to you, dear friends, is an exclamation, not a question.
This declaration is the title from an American folk hymn, c. 1811, often sung at the end of
Holy Week [Hymnal #215]. Indeed, the Valentine Card racks are ablaze of red and pink,
hues associated with love both human and of brotherly/sisterly affection. We recall many
verses from Scripture with the commandment to love, such as I Corinthians 13, John 15:12-17,
I John 4:7-22 and the wondrous agape love of God for us as found in John 3:16-17. No
Valentine can express this ‘wondrous love’!
We can express our love of God through Christ Jesus by partaking of The Lord’s Supper with
thankful and loving hearts each first Sunday of the month. On February 6th we will commune
together following the procedures expressed by Pastor Marvin above.
Continuing the theme of love associated with Holy Communion, we think of the following
hymn [#494, verses 1 & 3] written around 1150 by Bernhard, Abbot of Clairvaux, who
championed the doctrine of the supremacy of God’s grace in a time of papal schism.

Jesus, thou joy of loving hearts, thou fount of life, thou light of all,
from the best bliss that earth imparts we turn, unfilled, to heed thy call.
We taste thee, O thou living bread, and long to feast upon thee still;
we drink of thee, the fountain-head, and thirst our souls from thee to fill.
We wish all a joy-filled life of giving and receiving love, remembering that “We love because
He first loved us.” I John 4:19.

Richard G. Baumann, Elder --- Liaison to Worship Ministry Team
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Presbyterian Women Purpose
Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to:
• nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study,
• support the mission of the church worldwide,
• work for justice and peace, and
• build an inclusive, caring community of women that strengthens
the PC(USA) and witnesses to the promise of God's kingdom
Despite the pandemic, Presbyterian Women of the church continue to be active and live out our
mission by expressing our gratitude for God’s blessings in our lives.
In 2021, Presbyterian Women groups met virtually or in person. As the pandemic continues to
challenge us in 2022, PW will meet using COVID safety protocols (or virtually when needed) to
study the Bible, pray together, and support local, national, and international missions.
Local missions supported in 2021 and 2022 include Saturday Café, and Loaves and Fishes. We sent
donations to Festival of Sharing in the fall of 2021 to help defray the cost of shipping care kits to
areas of greatest need in Missouri.
Thankful for the generosity of our church community, two special PW-PC(USA) sponsored offerings
to support Presbyterian missions nationally and internationally collected $1,205.00 in May for the
Birthday Offering, and $921.00 in November for the Thank Offering.
If you would like to learn more about Presbyterian Women, please reach out to one of our officers.
All women are welcome!
Submitted on behalf of Presbyterian Women by Brenda Kinkade, Treasurer.
Deb Olson, Moderator daolson1205@gmail.com
Bonnie Mullen, Moderator-Elect bonmullen@socket.net
Candi Thomson, Secretary candithomson@gmail.com
Brenda Kinkade, Treasurer bribrenkinkade@gmail.com

Room at the Inn at FPC!
Would you like to have to have a rewarding experience helping the
homeless in Columbia? RATI, is a faith-based volunteer
organization that operates during the winter months to provide a
safe and warm shelter for the homeless. FPC will host RATI from
February 13-20, 2022. To volunteer, go to https://
roomattheinncomo.org/volunteer. For a list of items to donate, go
to https://roomattheinncomo.org/donate

2022 Haseman Lectures - October 15 & 16
Dr. Amy Plantinga Pauw will be our 2022 Haseman
Lecturer. Amy Plantinga Pauw completed her MDiv at
Fuller Seminary in 1984 and has been on the faculty of Louisville Seminary
since 1990. She is the general editor for the Belief theological commentary
series and serves on the board of the Louisville Institute. Dr. Pauw received a
Henry Luce III Fellowship in Theology for 2012-2013, for a project on Wisdom
Ecclesiology. Her topic for the Haseman Lectures will be based on her most
recent book, Church in Ordinary Time - how the wisdom books of the Bible
(Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon) can inform our life together as a
church.

Gifts and Memorials

Finance Ministry Team

Grateful for Gifts to
FPC’s Endowments

Finance Team members are Allan
Moore; Tom Smith; Ray Turner; Bob
Hull; Paul Mehrle, Treasurer; Joe
Weston; Gail McCray; Teri Christiansen; Marvin
Lindsay, Senior Pastor; Fran Muench, Financial
Coordinator. The members have worked hard on
developing the 2022 budget and deserve a thank
you. A special thank you to Fran and Paul for
their work on the monthly financial reports. Also,
to secretary Joe Weston and Stewardship
representative Ray Turner. Special thanks to Teri
Christianson and Fran for their development of a
financial spreadsheet that can be used in the
future for budget development. Finally thank you
to the entire Stewardship Sub-Committee,
Michelle Vahlkamp, Ginny Northcutt, Carolyn
Johnson, Ray Turner, Tamara Strahan, Jim
Roller, Adam Dowling, and Jon Reinink.

Gifts to the church’s Endowment Funds can
enrich the on-going life of the church …
During 2006 through 2008, significant changes
were made to our building at 16 Hitt Street with
the expansion of the Fellowship Hall to what is
now the Ramsey Fellowship Center, the addition
of the Welcome Center, the new layout for staff
offices with the addition of the small & large
conference rooms, the creation of the Early
Childhood Center, the remodeling of the Chez,
and the installation of two elevators. Goals for
the remodeling efforts included improving
accessibility, plus adding welcoming and secure
spaces for fellowship, learning, new ways to
worship, and for staff. Our congregation’s
generous gifts to FPC’s Capital Campaigns made
all of these enhancements a reality.

The 2022 budget was approved by Session on
January 20, 2022. On the income side, pledges
have trended down over the past two years.
Pledges were $625,000 in 2020 and $605,000 in
2021. The pledges for 2022 are $495,722. There
are several giving units pledged last year that
have not pledged for 2022. The budget total
income is $676,136 which includes a carryover
amount of $80,000. The adopted budget shortfall
is $79,076. Without the carryover, the shortfall
would have been $159,076. The Session voted to
use cash reserves as necessary to meet the 2022
budget of $755,212.

Then in 2013, the Capital Improvement
Endowment Fund’s annual distributions to
the Property Fund complemented gifts from a
generous member to cover the cost of two
enhancements
to
further
address
the
accessibility needs of members and guests to our
facilities. Handicap parking was added on the
north side of the alley, conveniently located near
the south side entrance to the building. And,
automatic doors were installed at the Hitt Street
entrance to the Welcome Center, and to the
south side entrance to the hallway between the
Chez and ECC.

On the expense side, highlights include a salary
increase of 3% for the staff with minor exceptions.
The personnel budget is about $80,000 below
2021 because Preston Turley was not replaced.
The other team budgets are basically unchanged
from 2021.

How fortunate we are to be a part of a
congregation that steps up both when new
resources are sought, as they were for the 20062008 Renovations Project; and to support
ongoing endowments, so those gifts can enrich
the future life of the church. If you are interested
in making a current or future legacy gift to one of
FPC’s four Endowment Funds, please contact a
member of the Gifts & Memorials Committee.

In light of the current pledge decline and the
historic declining pledge trend, the Finance Team
has requested that Session develop a Strategic
Plan that considers these pledge income declines
and future programming expenses because using
reserves is not a sustainable solution. The Session
plans to have a Strategic Plan updated before
June 1.
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2020-2021 Session Members
Class of 2022

Class of 2023

Class of 2024

Richard Baumann

Elaine Blodgett

Scott Buchanan

(rbaumann@cougars.ccis.edu)

(elaineblodgett@gmail.com)

(scottycorn@gmail.com)

Kent Hopper

Eric Cunningham

Betty Cramer

(hopper.kent@gmail.com)

(ericcunningham75@gmail.com)

(kcramer924@gmail.com)

Linda Landry

Allan Moore

Sharen Garrett

(landryl@health.missouri.edu)

(Amoore@ms-app.com)

(sgar758224@aol.com)

Kathy Lee

Emily Reynolds

Bobb Swanson

(thursdayschild318@gmail.com)

(miss.emily@gmail.com)

(swansonbobb33@gmail.com)

Garrick West (youth)

Tom Smith

(22gw01@stu.cpsk12.org)

(tsmithdds@gmail.com)

January Session Meeting
•
•
•

•
•

•
•

Approved Minutes of the December 16, 2021 Stated
Session Meeting.
Approved December Treasurer’s Report.
Received an update on the Afghan Refugee
resettlement. $8,000 has been raised to fund the
resettlement. First Baptist Church is giving FPC
$4,000 to assist in the costs.
No changes to the COVID-19 policy.
Finance Ministry Team brought a motion to have a
“continuing resolution” Interim budget for 6 months,
keeping all funding at the same level as 2021. The
motion failed. A motion was made to approve the
proposed budget which was presented in December
using reserve funds to balance the shortfall. Motion
was approved.
Alan Moore will be FPC Commissioner to MUP
Meeting February 26, 2022 at Trinity.
True/False will not use FPC as a venue this year.
They will use the sanctuary for a concert.

First Presbyterian Church
Disciples Making a Difference
Our Mission: Living our faith in Jesus Christ
by…
* Embracing all people
*Engaging all neighborhoods
* Encouraging each other
* Empowering lives

First Presbyterian Church
16 Hitt Street
Columbia, MO 65201

Sunday Mornings at FPC: Worship Service, 11:00 AM.
For our live-streamed services, Go to https://www.youtube.com/fpccolumbia .
Church office hours: M-F, 9:00 am-4:30 pm

Church phone numbers:
Office: (573) 442-1164
E-mail: office@fpccolumbia.org

Fax: (573) 442-7161
Web site: www.fpccolumbia.org

Find our groups on Facebook—First Presbyterian Church, UKIRK,
Presbyterian Women, First Presbyterian Columbia Youth, FPC Columbia
Missouri Children & Families, and MOPS
The next Epistle will be available on March 4, 2022.
If you have not given your email address to the church office, please do so
as soon as possible to continue to receive news from FPC!
To check the church’s online calendar, or to receive The Epistle and @First by
email, visit our website: www.fpccolumbia.org.
Sunday sermons are available online. Please visit www.fpccolumbia.org.

Ministers - All Christians
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Senior Pastor
Marvin Lindsay
Associate Pastor
Jon Reinink
Director of Youth and
Children’s Ministry
Audra West
Ukirk Director
Sam Kennedy
Financial Coordinator
Fran Muench
Executive Administrative
Assistant
Nancy Foote
Custodian
James Scott
Organist
Michael Bancroft
Adult Choir/Handbell Director
Jordan Walker
Pastor Emeritus
Richard J. Ramsey

