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… and much, much more. 

 

Read about it TODAY! 

 You may have experienced the frustration of being 

asked for help from someone with no place to sleep, only 

to have no one or no place to refer them. Thank the Lord, 

those days may soon be coming to an end. Voluntary 

Action Center has signed a contract to purchase 5.65 acres 

of property at Bowling Street and Business Loop 70 East.  

The property will be the site of a year-round homeless 

shelter and service center for our unsheltered neighbors. 

The contract is subject to contingencies, and the sale won’t 

be completed until all contingencies are satisfied. 

Nevertheless, this contract is a welcome piece of good 

news for our community.  
 

 In 2019, a local group of pastors and lay activists 

called Faith Voices of Columbia convened a meeting that 

brought together service providers, concerned citizens, and 

people who had experienced homelessness. Out of this 

meeting came a scope of service plan for a future shelter 

and service center. The pandemic slowed progress but 

didn’t stop it. Faith Voices participants came to understand 

that a project of this size couldn’t get off the ground with 

volunteer leadership alone. They approached Voluntary 

Action Center (VAC) and floated the idea that VAC would 

employ a project coordinator with funds raised by a 

committee made up of Faith Voices leaders and VAC 

board members and staff. The VAC board and the 

executive director, Ed Stansberry, agreed. In 2021 VAC 

hired Mark Palmer, formerly of Woodhaven, to be the 

Project Coordinator for a shelter and service center that 

would merge and expand the ministries of Room at the 

Inn, Turning Point, and Loaves and Fishes.  
 

 The project took a major step forward in late 2021 

when the Veterans United Foundation awarded VAC a 

grant in excess of $900,000. It was the largest grant VAC 

had ever won. What makes this grant even more special is 

that Veterans United employees voted on the projects to be 

funded. That one of the city’s largest employers elected to 

fund this project so handsomely is testimony to the high 

level of commitment in the community to end 

homelessness.  

 You have demonstrated a similar level of 

commitment to support our most vulnerable neighbors. 

Every fourth Thursday of the month and every Saturday 

from December through March you serve a hot meal to 

anyone in Columbia who needs it. You house the homeless 

when our church hosts Room at the Inn. You volunteer. 

You cook. You donate food and supplies. Your pledges 

support the work of Turning Point Day Center and 

Voluntary Action Center.   
 

 Building and operating a 24/7, 365-day shelter and 

service center will take yet more funds and a deep well of 

volunteers to supplement the work of paid staff. The work 

of feeding the hungry and sheltering the homeless will 

continue, but in a more effective way. We dream of a 

Columbia where no one lacks a roof over their heads, and 

no one is denied the opportunity to develop their God-given 

talents. We dare to dream such an audacious dream because 

we trust the audacious Good News that God raised Jesus 

from the dead, and he is coming again to make all things 

new.  
 

Marvin 

 

 
 

Holy Week Events 

 

Sunday, April 10   PALM SUNDAY 
Worship at 11:00 AM 
You Matter - Wellness Event, 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM 

Thursday, April 14 
Maundy Thursday Worship with Holy Communion, 

7:00 PM 
Sunday, April 17   EASTER 

Intergenerational Activities at 10:00 AM 
Easter Egg Hunt at 10:30 AM 
Easter Worship at 11:00 AM 

 

We need greeter/ushers for our upcoming worship services. 
If you can help, please sign up at: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/805054ba4ad2ca64-
ushersgreeters 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805054ba4ad2ca64-ushersgreeters
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805054ba4ad2ca64-ushersgreeters
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805054ba4ad2ca64-ushersgreeters


 

2 

My heart-felt thanks is extended to my FPC family for 
your prayers, cards, and expressions of sympathy upon 
the unexpected death of my youngest brother, Calvin.  
He was truly a disciple of his Lord Jesus Christ and a 
well-respected ‘loving neighbor’ in the farming 
community of Hancock County, IL.  His Christian 
example is fortified through the Holy Scripture chosen 
by his immediate family: “Those who are righteous 
will be long remembered.  They do not fear bad news; 
they confidently trust the Lord to care for them.  They 
are confident and fearless and can face their foes 
triumphantly.  They share freely and give generously to 
those in need.  Their good deeds will be remembered 
forever.” Psalms 112:6b-9a (NLT) 

Richard G. Baumann 
 

We received thank you notes from Presbyterian Children’s 
Homes & Services for our donation of $250 for the Farmington 
Campus and $700 for the Columbia Campus, and from the 
Christos Center for our total donation of $624.26 collected 
through The Souper Bowl of Caring. 

 

All Sunday School Classes begin at 9:30 am  
Sunday School Schedule: 

Younger Children’s Class (PreK-2nd Grade)  
Older Elementary Class (3rd-5th Grade)  

COMBINED CLASS IN THE EARLY CHILDHOOD 
CENTER FOR SUNDAY, APRIL 3RD 

Youth Class  - Youth floor (level 5 in the elevator) 
Adult Class - Ramsey Center 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please let us know you are planning to attend - 
Wellness Event Registration Link: https://

forms.gle/SvdW1RbxWxFdsTqq8 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

First Presbyterian’s  

Vacation Bible School 

July 18th—21st 

Evenings 

More details coming soon 

https://forms.gle/SvdW1RbxWxFdsTqq8
https://forms.gle/SvdW1RbxWxFdsTqq8


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy April 
Birthday to… 

 

4 Hunter Crawford 
5 Liz Brixey 
6 Cheryl Andres 
8 Jeff Jones 
9 Beth Dessem 
 Mary McCoy 
10 Anne Edgington 
12 Marilyn Voegele 
14 Megan Ramsey 
15 Bob Appuhn 
16 Jeanne Brixey 
 John Pekkala 
18 Caroline Eastman 
 Ellie Eastman 
 Luke Eastman 
 Wilson Eastman 
20 Rosalyn Brodhacker 
 Penny Smith 
 Kelli Thomas 
21 Stacy McCrary 
23 Fran Muench 

Afghan Family Update 

 

Our Afghan Family Resettlement Team is ready to 
actually start serving our three families, following 
another evening of training with our caseworker and 
the Catholic Charities Volunteer Coordinator. At their 
suggestion, Marvin, Sally, Betsy, and Jon met with the 
Heads of Households for these families after church 
on April 3. We enjoyed meeting these men, two of the 
women, and many of the children. They will mostly 
need transportation help for the present time.  
 

Catholic Charities is working with them to find 
separate living quarters for each family going forward. 
They want to be close to each other but would like 
their own private space for each family eventually. At 
that time, they will need to have additional furniture 
and household supplies.   
 

The entire team will be meeting them soon. Please 
understand that we cannot share personally 
identifiable information with anyone outside of our 
team for the foreseeable future in order to protect their 
privacy and safety. We pray for the time when all of 
you will have the opportunity to meet these amazing 
people. 
 

Please keep our team and the families in your prayers 
as we begin this important ministry. 
 

Sally, Betsy, Marvin, Jon 

Please sign up to help with our youth and 
children’s programming!  

 

Younger Children’s Sunday School: 
bit.ly/fpc_ss_preschool 

 

Second Hour (during worship): 
bit.ly/fpc_ss_2ndhr 

 

Older Elementary Sunday School: 
bit.ly/fpc_ss_elem 

 

Youth Sunday School: 
bit.ly/fpc_ss_yth 

 

Youth Group (Sundays 5-7pm): 
bit.ly/fpc_ythgrp 

 

Contact Audra for information:  
audraw@fpccolumbia.org 

25 Lindsay Andrews 
 Clay Weston 
26 Sharen Garrett 
27 John Rhoades 
 Stacy Summers 
28 Laura Erdel 
 Frankye Mehrle 
30 Shawnna Matteson 
 
Happy May 
Birthday to... 

 

1 Luke Burns 
6 Abigail Dowling 
 Alex Jones 
7 Gretchen Gerhardt 
 Emily Murray 
 Mark Murray 
 Nancy Ramsey 

Children & Youth Summer Camp 
Dates: 

 
 

2nd & 3rd grades—June 6-8 

4th & 5th grades—June 6-10 

PreK -1st grade—June 10-12 

9th -12th grade—July 11-16 

6th - 8th grade—July 31-Aug 5 

8th - 9th grade—Week of July 31 

Contact Audra with questions  

The church will pay 1/2 & we have 
more funds available if needed. 

https://www.mupresbytery.org/camps 

bit.ly/fpc_ss_preschool
bit.ly/fpc_ss_2ndhr
bit.ly/fpc_ss_elem
bit.ly/fpc_ss_yth
bit.ly/fpc_ythgrp
mailto:audraw@fpccolumbia.org
https://www.mupresbytery.org/camps
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100 Years of Serving and Helping Others 

 
Time passes quickly!......, Since 1922 the Birthday 
offering has helped fund mission projects that 
improve lives of women and children both 
nationally and internationally. Without a doubt, 
many individuals and groups have been helped 
through our outreach of work or donations during 
these 100 years.  We have joined with other 
Presbyterian Women's groups across the country, 
to make a difference in many lives here and in 
other parts of the world.  
 

Our members continue to follow the call, "Let us, 
therefore, come boldly to the throne of grace that 
we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time 
of need." - Hebrews 4:16 
 

The Birthday Offering of Presbyterian Women has 
become an annual tradition of celebration each 
spring. Your donations enable us to continue the 
work of funding major mission projects here and 
overseas. Whether it be $10, or $100, every dollar 
counts in helping others. Regardless of the century 
or the year, there are still wars, tornados, and 
poverty. We are able to continue to do that work 
thanks to your donations and funding. 

 

This offering on May 1 will comfort the forgotten, 
heal the wounded, support the disregarded, and 
restore the broken. 

“Resurrected Life” 

One year ago, on Palm Sunday we, desirous again of 
communal worship, ventured outdoors in the ‘Shoebox 
Church’ where warm morning sunshine, fresh springtime air, 
and our Creator’s choir of songbirds – yes, even a hoot owl – 
enlivened our worship experience.  A few virus-variants later 
we are now worshipping in hybrid form and live-streaming 
from the Sanctuary.  With the status change from pandemic 
to endemic and with the coming of summer, the Worship 
Ministry Team is now tasked with formulating a new 
worship schedule and format with the potential of alternating 
contemporary and traditional modes with Session approval. 
 

As we have gleaned life lessons during Lent, let us participate 
again in the human drama of Holy Week as we move from 
triumphal Palm Sunday to mournful Maundy Thursday and 
to the culminating glorious resurrection of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ on Easter Sunday. “He is risen, indeed”! 

 

Through this ‘resurrected life’ we are enabled to listen for the 
‘breath’ of the Holy Spirit in our midst as we ascertain God’s 
will for future worship and missional life at FPC.  Thanks be 
to God! 

 

Richard G. Baumann, Elder Liaison to Worship Ministry 
Team  
 

Gifts and Memorials 
 

Many people continue to make loving contributions to the 
Memorial Fund of First Presbyterian Church.  These gifts 
have been used to purchase items for the church that may not 
have been affordable otherwise.  Many of the items you see 
in the church and children’s areas have been made possible 
by these gifts. 
 

By making a memorial contribution you can honor 
someone’s memory and also benefit the church.  Gifts are 
used for items that benefit the entire congregation and are 
long lasting, in keeping with a memorial gift. 
 

Gifts can be of any amount and made at any time.  Please 
mail your check or use one of the pew envelopes on Sunday.  
Be sure to mark on the check, in the memo line, or on the 
envelope that it is a “Memorial Contribution in memory of 
_____”. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact the church office or 
any member of the Gifts and Memorials Committee. 
 

Thank you from all of us for the many generous memorials 
you have already given. 



 

 

2020-2021 Session Members  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Class of 2022 Class of 2023 Class of 2024 

Richard Baumann 

(rbaumann@cougars.ccis.edu) 

Elaine Blodgett 

(elaineblodgett@gmail.com) 

Scott Buchanan 

(scottycorn@gmail.com) 

Kent Hopper 

(hopper.kent@gmail.com) 

Eric Cunningham 

(ericcunningham75@gmail.com) 

Betty Cramer 

(kcramer924@gmail.com) 

Linda Landry 

(landryl@health.missouri.edu) 

Allan Moore 

(Amoore@ms-app.com) 

Sharen Garrett 

(sgar758224@aol.com) 

Kathy Lee 

(thursdayschild318@gmail.com) 

Emily Reynolds 

(miss.emily@gmail.com) 

Bobb Swanson 

(swansonbobb33@gmail.com) 

Garrick West (youth) 

(22gw01@stu.cpsk12.org) 

Tom Smith 

(tsmithdds@gmail.com) 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church  
Disciples Making a Difference 

 

Our Mission: Living our faith in Jesus Christ by… 
 

 
* Embracing all people 

      *Engaging all neighborhoods 

            * Encouraging each other 

                  * Empowering lives 

March Stated Session Meeting Notes 
 

• Approved 2-4 listening sessions with MUP General 
Presbyter and a representative from the Committee 
on Ministry to be held before/after worship 

• Approved the amended Stated Session Minutes of 
February 17. 2022 

• Approved the February Treasurer’s Report 

• Received an update on the Afghan family that FPC 
has been assigned. 

• Updated the Covid 19 policy, with continued 
requirement of wearing masks in the Early 
Childhood Center.  

• Approved a Youth and Yoga intergenerational 
event on April 10, 2022 

 

 

Emailed Contributions Statements 
  
In an effort to save expenses and follow our 
mission as an Earth Care Congregation, Financial 
Coordinator Fran Muench used the email feature 
in our church management software to send first 
quarter 2022 contributions statements 
electronically. Through this process, there were a 
few incorrect email addresses, and a few glitches 
that were corrected. Fran was the only person 
involved in sending the emailed statements, so we 
are maintaining the normal level of confidentiality. 
If you didn’t receive an email statement, you will 
receive one through postal mail. If you have 
questions, please contact Fran 
at muenchf@fpccolumbia.org. 

2022 Haseman Lectures 
October 15 & 16 

 
Dr. Amy Plantinga Pauw will be our 2022 
Haseman Lecturer. Amy Plantinga Pauw 
completed her MDiv at Fuller Seminary in 
1984 and has been on the faculty of Louisville 
Seminary since 1990. She is the general editor 
for the Belief theological commentary series 
and serves on the board of the Louisville 
Institute. Dr. Pauw received a Henry Luce III 
Fellowship in Theology for 2012-2013, for a 
project on Wisdom Ecclesiology. Her topic for 
the Haseman Lectures will be based on her 
most recent book, Church in Ordinary Time - 
how the wisdom books of the Bible (Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon) can inform our 
life together as a church. 

mailto:rbaumann@cougars.ccis.edu
mailto:elaineblodgett@gmail.com
mailto:scottycorn@gmail.com
mailto:hopper.kent@gmail.com
mailto:ericcunningham75@gmail.com
mailto:kcramer924@gmail.com
mailto:landryl@health.missouri.edu
mailto:Amoore@ms-app.com
mailto:sgar758224@aol.com
mailto:thursdayschild318@gmail.com
mailto:miss.emily@gmail.com
mailto:swansonbobb33@gmail.com
mailto:22gw01@stu.cpsk12.org
mailto:tsmithdds@gmail.com
mailto:muenchf@fpccolumbia.org
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First Presbyterian Church 
16 Hitt Street 
Columbia, MO 65201 

  
Senior Pastor 
     Marvin Lindsay 

 

Associate Pastor 
     Jon Reinink 

 

Director of Youth and 
Children’s Ministry 
     Audra West 

 

Ukirk Director 
     Sam Kennedy 

 

Financial Coordinator 
     Fran Muench 

 

Executive Administrative 
Assistant 
     Nancy Foote 

 

Custodian 
     James Scott 

 

Organist 
     Michael Bancroft 

 

Adult Choir/Handbell Director 
     Jordan Walker 

 

Pastor Emeritus   
     Richard J. Ramsey 

 Sunday Mornings at FPC:  Worship Service, 11:00 AM. 
For our live-streamed services, Go to https://www.youtube.com/fpccolumbia .  

  

Church office hours: M-F, 9:00 am-4:30 pm 

Church phone numbers: 
  Office: (573) 442-1164           Fax: (573) 442-7161 

  

E-mail: office@fpccolumbia.org               Web site: www.fpccolumbia.org 

 

Find our groups on Facebook—First Presbyterian Church, UKIRK, 
Presbyterian Women, First Presbyterian Columbia Youth, FPC Columbia 
Missouri Children & Families, and MOPS 

  

The next Epistle will be available on May 5, 2022.  
If you have not given your email address to the church office, please do so 
as soon as possible to continue to receive news from FPC! 

 
 
 

To check the church’s online calendar, or to receive The Epistle and @First by 
email, visit our website: www.fpccolumbia.org.  

 
 
 

Sunday sermons are available online. Please visit www.fpccolumbia.org.  

 
        
 
  Ministers  -  All Christians 

https://www.youtube.com/fpccolumbia
mailto:office@fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org

