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Love of Country
This past Labor Day I
was honored to be part of
the Heart of America
Marathon water station
sponsored by First
Presbyterian Church.
Even though it is a pretty
early wake up call for a
non-work day, I was
joined by six other FPC
members. We cheered,
rang cow bells, blew
whistles and served cups of cool water. Our station
is at the top of Easley Hill, which by all accounts,
is a brutal physical challenge during the race, so
having such a prime location is an honor. Being a
part of this Columbia tradition is worth the early
alarm and extra coordination. I am proud that
FPC has become a group of volunteers the race
organizers can count on.
The sights and sounds at this year’s race were
pretty much the norm, sweaty runners, determined
walkers, groups of bicycles scooting past, proud
families & friends anxiously waiting along the
path to catch a glimpse of their loved one, as well
as a slew of vehicles making their way cautiously
along the roadway. But, as one runner emerged
over the top of Easley Hill, a special feeling came
over those of us that were working the station.
You see, he was running the marathon carrying an
American flag. This extra level of dedication
warmed my heart and reminded me of my love for
our country. Abraham Lincoln is quoted as
saying, “I like to see a man proud of the place in
which he lives. I like to see a man live so that his
place will be proud of him.”

~ “Growing Our Faith
Through Generosity”
Stewardship Campaign
… and much, much more.

Read about it TODAY!

With all of the stresses that the United States has
faced in recent times and continues to struggle with,
this man felt the call to honor his country and
proudly compete with “Old Glory” right alongside of
him. Needless to say, our group at the top of the hill
cheered extra loud, doing all we could to show him
respect and support to help push him along his
journey. He graciously ran by with a smile and a
“thank you.”
Psalms 33:13-15 states, “The Lord looks down from
heaven; he sees all humankind. From where he sits
enthroned, he watches all the inhabitants of the
earth— he who fashions the hearts of them all, and
observes all their deeds.”
Sharing love for others and country is a great way
to share the love of Christ. I believe that as the Lord
looked down at this little piece of land on Labor
Day 2021, he was happy and saying, well-done good
and faithful servants.
Blessings,

Audra

Blessing of the Animals
Sunday, October 3,
4:00 PM at FPC!
Costume Contest
A gift for your pet!
All pets & their humans
are welcome!

We received thank you notes from the following
organizations; for our gift of $1000 to VAC, for our gifts
of $350 for the Columbia Campus, & $125 for the
Farmington Campus to Presbyterian Children’s Homes &
Services, and for our $750 donation to Turning Point.

YOUTH GROUP INFORMATION
October 3rd
Youth Group 5:00-7:00 pm @ FPC
October 17th
Youth Group 5:00-7:00 pm @ FPC
October 31st
Youth Lunch / Study 12:30-2:30 pm

All Sunday School Classes begin at 9:30 am
Sunday School Schedule:
Younger Children’s Class (PreK-2nd Grade) - Early
Childhood Center
Older Elementary Class (3rd-5th Grade) - Children’s floor
(level 3 in the elevator)
Youth Class - Youth floor (level 5 in the elevator)
Adult Class - Ramsey Center

We will walk to “Las Margarita’s downtown location
for lunch ,then return to the church for a lesson.
Sign up link: https://forms.gle/ANrYBjJd7Ec2umXX9

We still have open spots leading our
children & youth. Please sign up.
Younger Children’s Sunday School:
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0C4AABA729ABFAC43-preschool
Second Hour (during worship):
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0C4AABA729ABFAC43-second

FPC Children’s Mission
& Movie Day
(Children Kindergarten—
5th Grades)
Thursday, October 28th
8:30 am-4:00 pm
$10 per child
(this money will be used for mission supplies)
Bring your own cold sack lunch, water bottle, mask, &
beach towel/blanket.
Our mission projects will be making potato casserole for
FPC’s volunteers to serve at Loaves & Fishes and packing
goodie bags for the Benton teachers.
Contact Audra with questions audraw@fpccolumbia.org
Sign up link: https://forms.gle/77nY7ceqBu4uaXdf9

Lowell, our mailman for FPC, poses with Nancy and Fran
from the office, on his last day before his retirement on
September 30, with decorations and gifts in his honor.
He will be missed!

Older Elementary Sunday School:
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0C4AABA729ABFAC43-elementary

Youth Sunday School:
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0C4AABA729ABFAC43-youth1
Youth Group (Sundays 5-7pm):
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0C4AABA729ABFAC43-youth2
Contact Audra for information:
audraw@fpccolumbia.org
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Althea W. and John A. Schiffman
Lecture in Religious Studies
“Creative, Curious, and Ethical”
Presented by: Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins, Director of the
Truth and Racial Justice Initiative of the National Council of
Churches of Christ, USA, Pastor of Bethany Memorial
Church.
Tuesday, October 5, 2021, 11:00 am
Launer Auditorium, 1001 Rogers Street
Columbia College Campus
RSVP to the Office of Development at 573-875-7563 or by
email to msbennett@ccis.edu.

SECOND SUNDAY SOCIAL
Sunday, October 10
The Nuu Thai food truck will be at First
Presbyterian Church
On the second Sunday of each month
Come treat the family to delicious Thai food for
lunch after church
The truck will be parked in our lower lot from
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM.
Bring your own folding chairs if you want to dine
in the parking lot area.
You may also take your food home to enjoy!
Their Spring Rolls are delicious! Follow this link
to their menu
https://www.facebook.com/pg/nuuthaifood/
menu/
“Thai it, you’ll like it!”
The Outreach Team
Happy October
Birthday to…
5 Olivia James
Christi Keilholz
Olivia Keilholz
6 Bob Edgington
7 Lynn Clifton
Elizabeth Dowling
8 Tom Bell
Pat Queen
9 Kate Hallsted
10 David Adams
Emily Kinkade
Jessica Kinkade
11 Howard Brodhacker
Chrissy Jones
Franklin Lovinger
Thomas Rizzo
12 Holly Brodhacker
Linda Orman
14 Rhonda Calvert
Sandy Gunn
Terry Lodwick
15 Emma Claunch
Allison Mayfield
17 Lyla Ann Brodhacker
Wyatt Hammond
18 Janet Brandt
Adam Calvert

20 Max Thomson
21 Carly Christiansen
Mark Crawford
23 Kay Metcalf
24 Pierce Felts
Lincoln Peterson
25 Bobb Swanson
28 Heather Dowling
29 Elaine Blodgett
Grayson Kabler
Cindy Mustard
30 Camille Duncan

Carol Rhoades was honored (and
“flocked”) by the FPC Presbyterian
Women for her service to the church,
and named as a lifetime member of
Presbyterian Women.

Mothers of
Preschoolers, MOPS Columbia, MO
returned to FPC for
the first time since the
pandemic began! The
Columbia Chamber of
Commerce held a
ribbon-cutting
ceremony. Marvin was
fascinated with the
giant scissors.

Happy November
Birthday to...
2 Jane Ellen Ashley
3 Mona Ajans
John Parker
Lorri Wheeler
4 Kim Moore
5 Carla Shelby

Upcoming Memorial Services
Mary Dugan - Sun. Oct. 3, 2:00 pm
Country Club of Missouri
Clark Johnson - Sat. Oct. 23, 1:00 pm
FPC, reception to follow

PEACE AND GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING
October 3
World Communion Sunday
A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the church to promote
the Peace of Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the
world. The local portion of the offering will go to True North of Columbia.
Pray for peace and donate to help bring it about.

Outreach Team
Our Second Sunday Social was well attended on September 12! Friends from church and neighbors
came and purchased lunch at the Nuu Thai food truck. It was a nice way to visit with friends while we
waited for our meals. It provided a welcoming event for our neighbors as they joined us for lunch! The
outreach team encourages you to attend on October 10 for our next Second Sunday Social in the lower
parking lot at church.
Also, “Listen to KBIA. FPC will be launching an advertising campaign in the near future with KBIA
radio. Ads will run during the day and evening hours. We will feature upcoming events at church, and
eight interviews over the next year with staff and the Haseman lecturer, Dr. Rodger Nishioka. Tune in
to KBIA and watch for our ads!”

A crowd gathers for the Nuu Thai food
truck on September 12.

September’s Oval 4 meeting
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2021 All-Church Picnic

After missing our FPC picnic last year, we were
able to have our annual picnic once again!

Do you have a new address, phone
number, or email address? Please let
the church office know so we can
continue to communicate with you!

Faith into Action – Loaves & Fishes

We have been very happy to see these cuties
in worship the past few Sundays!

Important News About
Electronic Donations
You will now no longer be able to access Give
Plus Mobile for new donations. Any recurring
donations set up on Give Plus Mobile will
continue, and can be accessed via the Vanco
Mobile app. Vanco Mobile will be the new mobile
giving platform, and it can be accessed using
your existing Give Plus Mobile login. This change
will not affect donations made through the FPC
website – it only affects the Give Plus Mobile
app. Give Plus Mobile users will receive an email
later in September from Vanco with information
about the change to Vanco Mobile. If you have
questions about online giving, please contact
Fran Muench at muenchf@fpccolumbia.org.

The Mission's Team is seeking volunteers who want to
support the effort to serve our food-insecure neighbors
with service, food preparation, and/or monetary
donations. We are responsible for providing the
evening
meal for Columbia’s Loaves & Fishes on the
4th Thursday of every month. This effort requires
the preparation of some of the food and serving our
guests on the day of the meal. If you would like to
join this meaningful effort or have any questions,
please contact Eric. Thank you for searching your
heart to see how you can participate in this low
effort, high return ministry.
Eric Cunningham
Loaves & Fishes Coordinator
573-239-2883 (Voicemail & Text)
ericcunningham75@gmail.com

Stewardship

Gifts and Memorials

This is the season to reflect on our blessings and
prayerfully be generous to support the Church, the
community, and those in need. This year’s
Stewardship theme is:

Last summer, former Associate Pastor George
McCall and his wife Neta made a generous,
unrestricted gift to FPC. Session asked the Gifts &
Memorials Committee to recommend how to use
the monies. In August, Session approved using
the funds for the two recommended initiatives:

Growing Our Faith Through Generosity
Our Church members have been so generous and
we are blessed with these contributions over so
many years. The offering of time, talent, and
resources makes a significant impact.
GALATIANS 6:2
“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you
will fulfill the law of Christ.”
We were never meant to do life alone. We need the
love and care of others, as much as we are needed
by others in the same ways. Next time you see
someone struggling under the weight of a burden,
be sure to offer your time, resources, and strength
as a blessing to that person.”
The Campaign brochure and physical Pledge cards
will arrive in early October. At about the same time,
the Stewardship web pages will include again an
online pledge form that can be completed and
submitted to the Church office. And, Pledge
Sunday, is Sunday, November 14, 2021.

Haseman Lectures
November 6-7, 2021
Our 2021 Haseman Lecturer will be Dr. Rodger
Nishioka, the senior associate and director of Adult
Educational Ministries at Village Presbyterian
Church . He is one of the most sought-after and
inspiring preachers in the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.). Prior to coming to Village, Rodger taught at
Columbia Theological Seminary in Atlanta for 15
years. In that ministry, he taught pastors to be teachers
and leaders in the church’s educational ministry,
specializing in particular on youth and young adult
ministry.

A Children’s Grove initiative to secure a
Butterfly Bench for the church, and to sponsor
one of its Mental Health Education Programs.
Children’s Grove is a Columbia based
organization that was born out of the 2012 Sandy
Hook Elementary School Tragedy; its mission is
to inspire a culture of kindness and to support the
mental and emotional well-being of youth. It is
visible in the colorful student-painted murals,
Yellow Tulip Magnolia trees, and Butterfly
Benches around town and on school grounds. It is
evident in the lives of children and youth touched
by its programs and resources.
Session has asked the Mission Ministry Team to
take the lead on this project. There will be a
dedication ceremony for the bench open to FPC
members and the local community. The team will
also coordinate the sponsorship of one of the
Mental Health classes for volunteers from FPC
and other downtown churches, who work with
youth.
A Social Justice-Themed package of
activities including a Sunday Service combined
with similarly themed activities, such as: the
showing of a documentary, hosting a music
program, and sharing a meal; with members of
FPC and the community welcome to all events.
Session has asked the Worship Ministry Team to
take the lead on this project.
Both initiatives foster member growth, with
respect to membership and to spiritual growth,
which George focused on during his years at FPC.
They also pay tribute to his and Neta’s interests in
Social Justice. They have the potential to have a
lasting impact on the lives of those who
participate in the activities funded by the McCall’s
thoughtful gift.
Watch for future communications from the
Mission and Worship Ministry teams as plans
materialize.
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2020-2021 Session Members
Class of 2022

Class of 2023

Class of 2024

Richard Baumann

Elaine Blodgett

Scott Buchanan

(rbaumann@cougars.ccis.edu)

(elaineblodgett@gmail.com)

(scottycorn@gmail.com)

Kent Hopper

Eric Cunningham

Betty Cramer

(hopper.kent@gmail.com)

(ericcunningham75@gmail.com)

(kcramer924@gmail.com)

Linda Landry

Emily Reynolds

Sharen Garrett

(landryl@health.missouri.edu)

(miss.emily@gmail.com)

(sgar758224@aol.com)

Kathy Lee

Tom Smith

Allison McGough

(thursdayschild318@gmail.com)

(tsmithdds@gmail.com)

(amcgough.tx@gmail.com)

Garrick West (youth)

Bobb Swanson

(22gw01@stu.cpsk12.org)

(swansonbobb33@gmail.com)

September Session Meeting
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Received the Stewardship Campaign Report. Pledge Sunday is November 14, 2021.
Approved August 19, 2021 Stated Session Minutes.
Approved the Treasurer’s Report. From May-August expenses have exceeded income. Operating
cash at the end of August was $112,080 a reduction of $48,989.
Transferred a member to another congregation at their request.
Approved the “Norms for Decision Making” (approved by Session in 2019) for 2022.
Received the Strategic Plan update.
Approved the Outreach Ministry Team recommendation/motion to contract with KBIA for a year
-long advertising campaign costing $3,600.00. ($240 from Outreach budget; $900.00 from the
Haseman Lecture restricted fund; $1,018.00 from Community Awareness restricted account;
$1,441.87 from the Ministry Opportunity restricted account. The Ministry Opportunity Account
was the only Restricted Account that required Session approval.
Approved the Personnel Ministry Team recommendation/motion that there be no changes to the
benefit package for FPC employees for 2022.

First Presbyterian Church
Disciples Making a Difference
Our Mission: Living our faith in Jesus Christ
by…
* Embracing all people
*Engaging all neighborhoods
* Encouraging each other
* Empowering lives

First Presbyterian Church
16 Hitt Street
Columbia, MO 65201

Sunday Mornings at FPC: Blended Worship Service, 11:00 AM.
For our live-streamed services, Go to https://www.youtube.com/fpccolumbia .
Church office hours: M-F, 9:00 am-4:30 pm

Church phone numbers:
Office: (573) 442-1164

E-mail: office@fpccolumbia.org

Fax: (573) 442-7161

Web site: www.fpccolumbia.org

Find our groups on Facebook—First Presbyterian Church, UKIRK,
Presbyterian Women, First Presbyterian Columbia Youth, FPC Columbia
Missouri Children & Families, and MOPS
The next Epistle will be available on November 5, 2021.
If you have not given your email address to the church office, please do so
as soon as possible to continue to receive news from FPC!
To receive The Epistle and @First by email, visit our website:
www.fpccolumbia.org.
Don’t forget about the church’s online calendar at our website:
www.fpccolumbia.org.
Sunday sermons are available online.. Please visit www.fpccolumbia.org.

Ministers - All Christians
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Senior Pastor
Marvin Lindsay
Associate Pastor
Jon Reinink
Director of Youth and
Children’s Ministry
Audra West
Ukirk Director
Sam Kennedy
Financial Coordinator
Fran Muench
Executive Administrative
Assistant
Nancy Foote
Assistant Custodian
James Scott
Organist
Michael Bancroft
Adult Choir/Handbell Director
Jordan Walker
Pastor Emeritus
Richard J. Ramsey

