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For nearly 200 years, First Presbyterian Church of Columbia has supported and 
led the residents and students of the city of Columbia, Missouri, reaching out in 
Christ’s name to serve those in need around the corner and around the world. This 
legacy and history is because of the Holy Spirit’s moving in and through the 
members of this congregation to give generously. This is no less true today.  

THANK YOU for your faithful and generous participation 
in the life of this congregation! 

 
This year’s financial stewardship program begins with the understanding that what 
one gives is based on one’s spiritual health and how they understand their unique 
call from God impacts their generosity. This model invites each individual to 
identify how the Holy Spirit is leading them to be generous to the Church based 
on what God has given them, not on what they’ve given historically. This 
empowers each to step out in faith in their generosity and to share their 
commitment with the Church. Our Elders will then use those commitments with 
the other expected income for the year to construct the budgetary guidelines for 
the next year. Those guidelines will help Session dream, plan, and refine how our 
congregation will fulfill our collective call to worship God, nurture faith, and serve 
our neighbors.  
 

What and how each of you gives is personal, but nonetheless important 
because it is an act of obedience, faith, and gratitude that shows how 
you are fulfilling the greatest commandments: Loving God with your 

whole heart, soul, and mind; and love your neighbor as yourself.Matt. 22:37-39  
 
The Bible talks a lot about our need to be generous and about giving back to God 
and the Church and it is in no small part because of who we are: We are children 
of a generous God who made us in God’s image. To not be generous would be 
contrary to our nature and our calling as disciples of Jesus Christ. God commands 
it in Scripture, designed us to do it, blesses our generosity, and we feel better when 
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Several scriptures even prescribe it, indicating that a tithe–ten percent–should be 
our goal; more if we’ve been so blessed. When we are generous to others and 
toward God (who has already been so generous toward us!), we are being obedient 
to the God we love, we expand the ways we can show God’s love to others, and we 
grow in our journeys of faith.  
 
The journey of generosity is one that is personal, but also communal. What you 
commit to give to God will almost certainly look different than your neighbor’s 
because of many factors, but this opportunity for spiritual growth should not be 
taken lightly. As you consider how God is calling you to give, remember: You are 
in a different situation than you were last year and what you have to offer is 
different. How is God calling you to take a step up in your journey of generosity? 
Or what would it look like to give a tithe in the next year? Perhaps you have seen 
God’s hand of blessing in outstanding ways; what is God drawing you toward that 
might need a special gift or that could bring hope to others?  
 
Next Sunday, November 13 is GRATITUDE SUNDAY and we will take time in our 
service to come forward as an act of worship to offer our financial commitments 
for 2023; out of obedience to God, out of faith that God will continue to provide, 
and out of gratitude for the many, many blessings we have already received. As you 
prayerfully discern your commitment, we encourage you to read the information 
enclosed, reflect on the questions above, and pray for God’s spirit of generosity to 
grant clarity to all in our community.  
 
It is important that all who are invested and concerned in the life of our 
community of faith participate in GRATITUDE SUNDAY and in making our 2023 
financial pledge campaign one that is worshipful, hopeful, and focused on how we 
can collectively use what God has given us to further the work of the Gospel in the 
world and in our own lives. Bring your pledge card to worship, submit it online, or 
contact the Church Office to join in! 
 
 
In service to Christ and his Church, 
 
 
 
Amanda Nell Joe Weston Rev. Marilyn S. Gamm Rev. Jon H. Reinink 
Co-Moderator Co-Moderator Transitional Senior Pastor  Associate Pastor 
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Monthly
Income

Beyond
A Tithe Tithe Upper Range Giving

Middle Range
Giving

Lower Range
Giving

15% 12% 10% 9% 8% 7% 6% 5% 4% 3% 2% 1%

$1,000 $150 $120 $100 $90 $80 $70 $60 $50 $40 $30 $20 $10

$1,500 $225 $180 $150 $135 $120 $105 $90 $75 $60 $45 $30 $15

$2,000 $300 $240 $200 $180 $160 $140 $120 $100 $80 $60 $40 $20

$3,000 $450 $360 $300 $270 $240 $210 $180 $150 $120 $90 $60 $30

$4,000 $600 $480 $400 $360 $320 $280 $240 $200 $160 $120 $80 $40

$4,500 $675 $540 $450 $405 $360 $315 $270 $225 $180 $135 $90 $45

$5,000 $750 $600 $500 $450 $400 $350 $300 $250 $200 $150 $100 $50

$7,000 $1,050 $840 $700 $630 $560 $490 $420 $350 $280 $210 $140 $70

$10,000 $1,500 $1,200 $1,000 $900 $800 $700 $600 $500 $400 $300 $200 $100

$15,000 $2,250 $1,800 $1,500 $1,350 $1,200 $1,050 $900 $750 $600 $450 $300 $150

$20,000 $3,000 $2,400 $2,000 $1,800 $1,600 $1,400 $1,200 $1,000 $800 $600 $400 $200
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